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òCalendar Girlsó  

Your time and dedication for putting these  

 beautiful calendars together are very much appreciated.   

Thank you and we applaud you!!  
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What a busy man, Tom OõBrien has been.  Upon leaving Michigan State University, a much 
younger Tom, joined Consumers Power and spent thirty -eight years in a variety of positions.  His 
managerial efforts concentrated on amongst others; systems, operations, economics and commu-
nity development.  He and his wife, Dee were relocated within Michigan, seven times during his 

tenure with Consumers.  

Not only did Dee and Tom frequently pack and unpack a lot they had a family of four children to 
convince that another home, another town and another school would work out just fine.  They 

were correct...all four attained college diplomas, married and then produced six grandchildren for 
this couple to enjoy.  They were fortunate to live on or near water on occasion which made the 

moves even more appealing.  There is great pride in their family and justifiably so.  

On a work related trip during the 1990õs, Tom left the Houghton Lake area and traveled south on 
F-97.  He spotted a sign at Grass Lake Rd. that said òWaterfront Propertyó with an arrow pointing 

to the east.  He followed the sign and was introduced to Sugar Springs.  It was in the Hamilton 
Realm that the O'Brien's found their retirement location and while Dee settled in, Tom came out 

of retirement to òConsultó. 

A major company in Gladwin that employed many residents left the area relocating to Mexico.  
Unemployment numbers soared in Gladwin.  Michigan Works reached out to this knowledgeable 
man who put together a staff that assisted with Grant writing and found educational programs, 

training and job opportunities for Gladwin County residents.  

Eventually it was back to retirement time with hours to enjoy some golf and boating.  In Tomõs 
spare time the Sugar Springs A&E committee beckoned him as did the Planning committee and 

along the way Tom was elected to the Sugar Springs Board of Directors.  He was deeply involved 
in a long range plan for the community and realized a majority of the goals he was instrumental 

in visualizing.  

Looking into the future Tom would like to see the newer members in Sugar Springs understand 
the importance of following the Bylaws and Covenants in order to maintain, if not improve the 

community and environs.  Volunteering is critical.  When asked if he would change anything, his 
response was òIõd like negative attitudes to soften.ó 

He added that his happiest day here was ôcelebrating our 60th Wedding Anniversary with Dee 
and familyõ...and those hours on the pontoon are always a bonus.  We thank Dee for sharing Tom 
with us.  What a sincere pleasure it is to have the O'Brien's as neighbors.  Thanks Dee and Tom ~ 

the Spotlight is on YOU!  
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From the  

  SSPOA ofɤceȼ 
 

 

David, Matt 

Melissa and Samantha 
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A Message from the Sugar Springs Lake Committee  
 

Boating Safety  
 

Itõs that time of year again, finally!   
Michigan has some of the best summer activities in the nation and boating is one of the  
most popular,  especially here in Sugar Springs. 
 
Here are some important safety tips to keep everyone safe on the water.  
Please follow these tips and youõll enjoy the water with peace of mind! 

 
Wear a Life Jacket 

¶ Accidents happen, be prepared. Life jackets float - you don't.  

¶ Drowning was reported as the cause of death in 75% of all fatalities. 86% of people who drowned in a recreational boating acci-
dent were not wearing a life jacket.  

¶ Life jackets MUST BE WORN AT ALL TIMES by:  

o   Children aged 7 and under  

o All persons on a PWC (Personal Watercraft) 

o All persons being towed (tubing, skiing, etc.)  
         
Boat Sober 

¶ Alcohol use is the leading known contributing factor in fatal boating accidents. Where the primary cause was known, it was 
listed as the leading factor in 16% of deaths. 

¶ Alcohol can impair a boaterõs judgement, balance, vision, and reaction time.  It can also increase fatigue and susceptibility to the 
effects of cold ðwater immersion.  
 
Check your boat before going out on the water  

¶ Make sure the boat is properly equipped and equipment is in good working condition.  

¶ In addition to legally required equipment such as life jackets and fire extinguishers, always carry a first -aid kit, nautical ch arts    
and an anchor. 

¶ Make sure navigation lights work properly.  
 
Stay Alert  
Watch for other boats, swimmers, skiers, and objects in the water. This is especially true when operating in crowded waterway s, at 
night and when visibility is restricted.  
 
Carry a cell phone and be prepared to call for help  

¶ If you are involved in or witness an accident.  

¶ If your boat or the boat of another becomes disabled. 

¶ If you need medical assistance. 
 
Drowning is the cause of death in 81% of boating -related fatalities  
Appropriately wearing the correct fitting life jacket and riding with an operator who has successfully completed an  accredited boater 
safety education program  reduces the risk of recreational boating accidents and drowning. Where instruction was known, 75% of 
deaths occurred on boats where the operator did not receive boating safety instruction.  

In 2021, the top five contributing factors in boating accidents were:  

¶ Operator inattention  

¶ Improper lookout  

¶ Operator inexperience 

¶ Excessive speed 

¶ Machinery failure  
 

(Reference: Thanks to Michigan DNR for info and U. S. Coast Guard for statistics) 

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/boating/safety-certificate
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Boating on Lake Lancelot and Lake Lancer  
 

Operating Regulations & Rules of the Road  

Safety is the primary consideration to having a safe and enjoyable outing.  The excitement, fun and 

the thrills come in at a distant second.  Enjoy our lakes!  

 

1.  Township ordinance prescribes slow/no wake speeds between  the hours of 7:30 

pm to 11:00 am daily. 

2.   A person shall not operate a Personal Watercraft (PWC) during the period that 

begins one (1) hour before sunset and ends at 8:00 am. 

3.   No skiing, tubing, or towing without an observer.  

4.    Do not operate your boat or PWC within 100 feet of stationary objects, docks, 

swimming           areas, shorelines or anchored boats unless operating of slow/no 

wake speeds. 

5.   Operate your watercraft in a counterclockwise fashion for all water activities.  

6.   Observe all slow/no wake signs.  

7.   Do not operate your boat if you have been drinking.  

8.   Racing is prohibited.  

9.   Non-motorized craft (sailboats, rowboats, canoes, etc.) have the right -of -way over 

motorboats.  

10.  Any boat being overtaken has the right -of -way. 

11.  Personal Watercraft must obey the same rules as other boats. 

12.  A PWC shall not cross a wake closer than 150 feet from the boat making the 

wake. 

13.  No boat shall operate without proper lighting between sunset and sunrise.  

14.  Riding on the bow is illegal if the vessel is not equipped with bow seating and 

is operating of   greater than slow/no wake speed, it is illegal to ride on the gun-

wale. 

15. Persons born after December 31, 1978, may not operate a PWC, unless they have 

obtained  a boating safety certificate.  


