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Message from our  

Chief of Safety & Security  

 
 

Hello Sugar Springers!  

Summer in Sugar Springs is in full force!  

 

Much of my time over the past few months has been spent meeting resi-

dents and patrolling the many miles that make up our community.  It has 

been a pleasure meeting so many of you!  

 

Weõve had some challenges, but overall, there have been many improve-

ments with particular emphasis on reminding members of the require-

ment to properly display SS stickers on all vehicles, boats and/or ATVõs 

when visiting boat launches, docking areas, beach clubs or any other 

common grounds facility.  We have come a long way regarding utilizing 

the stickers and I appreciate everyoneõs cooperation as we work to keep 

Sugar Springs safe and beautiful for our membership.   

 

The community watch group is doing a great job and we will be having 

another meeting soon.  Please remember in the event of an emergency, 

911 is the best and quickest course or action. 

 

Have a safe summer! 

 

Paul Coon 

Chief of Safety & Security  
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A Message from the Sugar Springs Lake Committee  
 

Boating Safety  
 

Itõs that time of year again, finally!   
Michigan has some of the best summer activities in the nation and boating is one of the  
most popular,  especially here in Sugar Springs. 
 
Here are some important safety tips to keep everyone safe on the water.  
Please follow these tips and youõll enjoy the water with peace of mind! 

 
Wear a Life Jacket 

¶ Accidents happen, be prepared. Life jackets float - you don't.  

¶ Drowning was reported as the cause of death in 75% of all fatalities. 86% of people who drowned in a recreational boating acci-
dent were not wearing a life jacket.  

¶ Life jackets MUST BE WORN AT ALL TIMES by:  

o   Children aged 7 and under  

o All persons on a PWC (Personal Watercraft) 

o All persons being towed (tubing, skiing, etc.)  
         
Boat Sober 

¶ Alcohol use is the leading known contributing factor in fatal boating accidents. Where the primary cause was known, it was 
listed as the leading factor in 16% of deaths. 

¶ Alcohol can impair a boaterõs judgement, balance, vision, and reaction time.  It can also increase fatigue and susceptibility to the 
effects of cold ðwater immersion.  
 
Check your boat before going out on the water  

¶ Make sure the boat is properly equipped and equipment is in good working condition.  

¶ In addition to legally required equipment such as life jackets and fire extinguishers, always carry a first -aid kit, nautical ch arts    
and an anchor. 

¶ Make sure navigation lights work properly.  
 
Stay Alert  
Watch for other boats, swimmers, skiers, and objects in the water. This is especially true when operating in crowded waterway s, at 
night and when visibility is restricted.  
 
Carry a cell phone and be prepared to call for help  

¶ If you are involved in or witness an accident.  

¶ If your boat or the boat of another becomes disabled. 

¶ If you need medical assistance. 
 
Drowning is the cause of death in 81% of boating -related fatalities  
Appropriately wearing the correct fitting life jacket and riding with an operator who has successfully completed an  accredited boater 
safety education program  reduces the risk of recreational boating accidents and drowning. Where instruction was known, 75% of 
deaths occurred on boats where the operator did not receive boating safety instruction.  

In 2021, the top five contributing factors in boating accidents were:  

¶ Operator inattention  

¶ Improper lookout  

¶ Operator inexperience 

¶ Excessive speed 

¶ Machinery failure  
 

(Reference: Thanks to Michigan DNR for info and U. S. Coast Guard for statistics) 

https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/things-to-do/boating/safety-certificate
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Boating on Lake Lancelot and Lake Lancer  
 

Operating Regulations & Rules of the Road  

Safety is the primary consideration to having a safe and enjoyable outing.  The excitement, fun and 

the thrills come in at a distant second.  Enjoy our lakes!  

 

1.  Township ordinance prescribes slow/no wake speeds between  the hours of 7:30 

pm to 11:00 am daily. 

2.   A person shall not operate a Personal Watercraft (PWC) during the period that 

begins one (1) hour before sunset and ends at 8:00 am. 

3.   No skiing, tubing, or towing without an observer.  

4.    Do not operate your boat or PWC within 100 feet of stationary objects, docks, 

swimming  areas, shorelines or anchored boats unless operating of slow/no wake 

speeds. 

5.   Operate your watercraft in a counterclockwise fashion for all water activities.  

6.   Observe all slow/no wake signs.  

7.   Do not operate your boat if you have been drinking.  

8.   Racing is prohibited.  

9.   Non-motorized craft (sailboats, rowboats, canoes, etc.) have the right -of -way over 

motorboats.  

10.  Any boat being overtaken has the right -of -way. 

11.  Personal Watercraft must obey the same rules as other boats. 

12.  A PWC shall not cross a wake closer than 150 feet from the boat making the 

wake. 

13.  No boat shall operate without proper lighting between sunset and sunrise.  

14.  Riding on the bow is illegal if the vessel is not equipped with bow seating and 

is operating of   greater than slow/no wake speed, it is illegal to ride on the gun-

wale. 

15. Persons born after December 31, 1978, may not operate a PWC, unless they have 

obtained  a boating safety certificate.  
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