
  November / December 2023 

 

Mid Michigan’s Finest Recreational Community        

Where Memories Begin     
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In this “giving” of seasons we focus on a “giving” organization,  

 

 

 

How fortunate we are to have these fabric artisans among us.  Over sixty members strong, this group 

includes both Sugar Springs members and Social Membership members.  They meet weekly, semi-

weekly, daily, nightly, weekends, overnight retreats, shop hops, fabric buying sprees, quilting 

bees...simply as often as they can. 

“Giving “ is part of their mission with each member required to donate portions of their time to as-

sist a variety of places in need.  The group makes quilts, blankets, toys and a selection of specific items 

for schools foster care facilities, day care facilities, natural disaster victims, senior complexes, police and 

fire departments, veterans and animal shelters just to name a few.  

 Monies raised by selling their ware have also been donated to needy organizations.  Their generosity 
includes monetary donations to various Sugar Springs committees for their efforts in making our 

community a better place.  Did you know they donated the money to Sugar Springs for the interior 
painting of the Activity Building? 

Funds raised have also allowed the group to purchase quilting machines to enhance their efforts.  The 

recent bi-annual Quilt Show provided all attendees the ability to view exquisite quilts and crafted 

fabric items that left all awestruck.  They are skilled in their talent and willing to share their 

knowledge with others. 

The group supports itself with dues, sales at our annual Craft Fair and the occasional social event 

fund raiser.  Take the time to stop in the Activity Building and Activity Center to see the rotating dis-

plays of handiwork done by loving hands and creative minds. 

Thank you for all you do and congratulations to the cotton, wool, silk and satin  

engineers of Sugar Springs. 
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What an exciting year we have had.   

We continue to move forward with projects to grow and improve Sugar Springs for all.   

We have purchased new equipment and mowers for the golf course.  A couple mowers 

were ordered 18 months ago and are finally getting delivered!   

We have resurfaced our pickle ball and tennis courts, we have put rock (rip rap) around 

two islands on Lake Lancer to prevent more erosion and preserve the islands.   

Some items for 2024 include installing key card access for all bath houses.  We will  be 

installing 3 new Little Tikes playscapes and removing the old wooden structures this 

winter.  The new playscapes will be placed at Berkshire, Islanders and Huntington 

beach clubs.   

I have been looking at some new digital signs for better visibility and communication.  

We will start replacing windows at the Pro Shop and the POA office along with new 

siding for both. 

The Golf Course had a GREAT season.  We held our second GAM event this fall.  We 

have received great reviews from the Golf Association of Michigan and the tournament 

players on playing conditions and hospitality. 

The lake levels are down, docks have been pulled and beach clubs are winterized.  Holi-

day and winter activities are being planned.  Hoping weather cooperates for the Tree 

Lighting and Cookies with Santa along with the Winterfest and Pike Derby. 

There is still time to book a holiday party  at the Hearth.  We can accommodate groups 

of all sizes.  The Hearth will remain open 7 days a week for lunch and dinner.  We con-

tinue to change our lunch and dinner specials monthly and will continue to put the spe-

cials out in advance.  We appreciate your patronage.   

Our goal continues to be “Great Food with Fast and Friendly Service.” 
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Open letter to Sugar Springs Members. This communication is for Sugar Springs  

Property Owners Association members and cannot be reproduced/ pasted or shared to social media  

       From the Board of Director,  

President Tom Hug   

 

I would like to wish everyone a  

Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 
 

As we’re heading into the holiday season there are many things to be thankful 

for.  I would like to thank all the members for their continued support.  We are 

continuing to enhance all of Sugar Springs, I’m sure you would agree that in 

2023 many things were improved. 

To all employees of Sugar Springs, thank you for your dedication to the Sugar 

Springs community.  Record sales at both the golf course and restaurant.   

Our Buildings & Grounds team for an outstanding job keeping all of our facili-

ties operational.   

POA office is always there to help members. 

To all our wonderful volunteers, Thank You very much!   

We could not accomplish everything without your dedication to the community. 

And last but not least, our Sugar Springs Board of Directors, 

Thank You, each one of you. 

We all, should feel blessed to live in such a wonderful  

community.  I  know, I do! 

It is wonderful seeing people helping people. 

 Not to mention seeing people giving off the time and talents. 

Don’t forget, Cookies and Cocoa with Santa 

November 25th, 6:00 pm—8:00 pm 
 

Wishing you all the BEST this holiday season. 
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Dear Member's/Property Owners,  
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Dan McGinnis 
Head Golf Professional 

Sugar Springs Golf Club 
989-426-4391 

dmcginnis@sugarsprings.net 
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Hello Sugar Springs Members... 
 

 I hope everyone was able to enjoy our beautiful Golf Course over the summer 

as the time has come to put the course to bed for the winter months.  Irrigation 

lines have been blown out, final Winter Kill spray applications have been 

made, and the seemingly never ending leaf pick up will be taking place for the 

rest of November.  

 Thank you for all your support of another great season. 
 

October 2-4 the course was closed to aerify the greens.  Greens aerification will 

help to alleviate any excess compaction on the greens  that has accumulated 

over the course of the summer from golfer foot traffic.  A heavy application of 

topdressing sand to fill in the aerification holes will help create a smoother 

more firm surface in spring.  The sand topdressing fills the aerification holes 

and creates channels for water and air movement from the surface through the 

soil down to the root zone.  The sand also will dilute the thatch layer and help 

to recover from aeration quicker.  This year we were lucky enough to have ab-

solutely perfect “by the book” weather for the aerification process.  This sunny 

warm weather made it possible to move the dry top dress sand into the aerifi-

cation holes to get a more even and consistent fill of all the holes on greens.  

When the aerification holes are completely filled it allows for the greens to re-

cover from the process much quicker.  This year the majority of all aerification 

holes have already healed up.  In the past years, when aerification is done on 

wet or damp ground the sand becomes wet when applied to the green.  This 

then causes the wet sand to be smeared across the greens and cake up the 

opening of each hole, leaving an unfilled space in the shaft of the aerification 

holes, rather than dry sand falling into the holes until filled.  This is why we 

have had some spring seasons where the greens 

were bumpy as the season started but progressed 

slowly into the summer as they healed.   
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This season all the holes were able to be filled with dry sand which will result 

in smooth true greens for the start of the spring 2024 season. 

As the cold weather comes in we have been preparing our turf for Winter Kill 

diseases.  This is done by a series of 3 fungicide applications through the 

month of October and the final application to the greens, tees, and fairways 

was completed November 2nd.  This will help minimize any winter weather 

turf damages brought on by excess ice and snow over the next 3-4 months. 

As the work season comes to an end, the last of the golf maintenance staff will 

be spending as much time as possible picking up leaves and winterizing our 

turf equipment.  Leaf pickup on the course is important because when piles of 

leaves are left all winter they become matted down into the turf like a blanket 

that does not allow any water or air movement into the soil.  This essentially 

suffocated the turf like and creates a dead area underneath the leaves when 

they are picked up in the spring.   With that said, at this point in the season 

there are only 3 people  on the maintenance staff to pick up all the leaves for  

the winter break.  So please, if you live on the  course, do not blow your leaves 

from the yard onto the  course.  We may bot be able to keep up and don’t 

want to have anymore damage done to the course over winter if it can be 

avoided.. 

Thank you to all members for another fun season and I look forward to seeing 

you all next  Spring when the course is back to its summer beauty and the 

birdies are chirping.  

 I hope everyone has a safe and happy holidays! 



21 

FINANCIAL NEWS 

FINANCIAL TOTALS  

October 2023  

 

Cash on Hand: $1,429,560  Lake Dredging: $95,000    Emergency Reserve: $128,000   

  Building Fund: $184,726    Beach Club Fund $150,000   Golf Course Fund 100,000                   

REVENUE: October Actuals  October Budget   YTD     ACTUALS YTD   BUDGET 

Administration $18,468 $9,725 $1,374,996 $1,322,450 

Building & Grounds $3,637 $5,200 $223,284 $219,200 

Pool $2,432 $2,425 $63,707 $64,150 

Pro Shop /Golf Course $12,495 $14,900 $557,468 $505,140 

Restaurant $74,842 $76,000 $916,747 $913,000 

Lake Management $503 $500 $257,841 $259,000 

Total Revenue $112,377 $108,750 $3,394,043 $3,292,940 

EXPENSES:         

Administration $39,605 $38,805 $436,751 $416,050 

Building & Grounds $45,901 $43,815 $486,853            $436,235 

Pool $15,278 $15,555 $151,729 $144,385 

Pro Shop $18,664 $18,250 $239,241 $230,600 

Golf Course $31,853 $47,315 $350,707 $388,030 

Restaurant $84,891 $88,680 $955,029 $920,750 

Lake Management $51,870 $2,500 $315,009 $254,550 

Total Expenses $288,062 $254,920 $2,935,319 $2,790,600 

Rev. Less Expenses: ($175,685) ($146,170) $458,724 $502,340 

Cash Savings Account: $22,877   Petty Cash Account: $3,405               

  Memorial Savings: $7,161 
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Paul Coon 

Chief  of  Safety & Security 

Hello Sugar Springers! 

I hope everyone enjoys a Happy Thanksgiving! 

As the holiday season begins in full swing, let me take this opportunity to remind you 

of a few pertinent safety tips we’ve all heard but sometimes bear repeating. 

*If you planning to be away from your home for an extended period of time, please re-

frain from announcing your plans via social media.  The criminal element consistently 

peruse easy targets. 

*If you are anticipating package deliveries and will be away, request the carrier to leave 

the delivery in an inconspicuous location, or perhaps even have a neighbor keep an eye 

out.  Sadly, there are those that canvas neighborhoods just looking for a porch filled 

with Amazon boxes. 

*We all love holiday parties.  If you’ve enjoyed a few of your favorite adult beverages 

while away from home, please have a designated driver. 

Thank you to all of those who voted in favor of the Gladwin police millage.  The in-

creased revenue will ensure continued marine patrol in Sugar Springs, as well as other 

collaborative efforts between the  

Gladwin County Sheriff’s department and Sugar Springs. 

The neighborhood watch group continues to be a positive asset to our community. 

 

As always, please remember in the event of an emergency,  

911 is the best and quickest course of action. 
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Message from the  

Architectural and Environmental Control Committee 

Fall is here and it’s time to start planning for the winter season. 

Homeowners, if you are going to store your boat or utility trailers 

at your home over the winter, make sure they are stored completely 

behind the leading edge of your home (no camping units).   

The front of your house is the roadside. 

Campers, all campers and storage  units must be removed from 

your lot (s) by November 30, 2023.   

Only certain items may be left on your lot over the winter, utility 

equipment, well house, one (1) swing set, one (1) picnic table, 

ground level deck (no railing) and a dock or boat hoist for lake 

front lots. 

For the ones who will be braving our Michigan winter and those 

who will be leaving and heading south,  

have a great Holiday season! 

A&E 

Winter 

Hours 

A&E Committee Meeting Dates and Hours 

1:30 pm—4:00 pm 

November 7th & 28th 

December 5th & 19th 

January 9th & 23rd 

February 6th & 20th 

March 5th & 19th 

Meetings will resume starting in April every Tuesday 

from 1:30 pm—4:00 pm 
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Open Sew Every Monday 
 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Activity Building  

(next to the POA office) 
 

Open house style, come for an hour or two,  
come for the whole time.   

Not a 9 am person, then come when convenient anytime  
between 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

 

Work on any project you want. 
Must be a current member of Stitchers. 

No instructor provided. 
No supplies provide. 

Responsible for your own set up and clean up...both!! 
 

We are about getting together and not sewing alone at home. 
 

Hosts are:  Cindy Ball, Mary Sedik and Michelle Lawrence 
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POA OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday  
9 am to 4 pm  

 Closed Saturday, Sunday and Holidays 
Phone: (989) 426-4111 

 

 

Board of Directors  

Meeting Dates 
 

March 18, 2023 at 10:00 am 

Activity Center 
 

June 17, 2023 
(Annual Meeting at 1:00 pm with the General Membership meeting 

following at 2:00 pm in the Activity Center) 
 

September 16, 2023 at 10:00 am  

Activity Center 
 

  December 9, 2023 at 10:00 am 

Activity Center 

Phone Directory: 

Activity Building—989.426.0939 

Activity Center—989.426.0938 

Campground Reservations—989.426.4232 

Pro Shop—989.426.4391 or 989.426.1162 

Restaurant—989.426.9203 
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Sugar Springs  

Campground 
 

1440 Sugar River Rd. 

Gladwin, MI  48624 

For reservations Call ~ 989/426.4232 
 

 DAILY WEEKLY MONTHLY 

Members $22 $135 $460 

Public $28 $170 $560 

 

 

*Site #20 has a 30 amp hookup and full water hookup $40.00 

(no special rates for members for site #20) 

35 sites available. 

All campsites must be made by reservations only. 

30 amp available at each site. 

50 amp available at #1, #2, #3 #20 #33 and #34. 

Shower facilities available 24 hours in the chalet. 

Water is available to fill water tanks, removal of hose as soon as 
done. 

Waste water dump station located within the campground. 

(not open during winter months due to freezing) 

Approved fire rings and picnic tables at each site. 

 

Refunds are only given when notified seven (7) days 

 before the arrival date. 
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Monday:  11 am—8 pm 

Tuesday:  11 am—8 pm 

Wednesday:  11 am—8 pm 

Thursday:  11 am—8 pm 

Friday:  11 am—9 pm 

Saturday:  11 am  - 9 pm 

Sunday:  12 pm—7 pm 

Winter Hours 
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Sugar Springs Birthday Dinners 
will be celebrated by the season. 

Summer Birthdays: June, July, and August 

Fall Birthdays: September, October, and November 

Winter Birthdays: December, January, and February 

Spring Birthdays:  March, April, and May 
 

Dinners will be held on the 4th Thursday, in the middle of the 
month at 5:00 pm at the Hearth. 

 

The Recreation Committee provides the dessert to celebrate. 

 

Dates are: July 27, October 26, January 25, and April 25. 
 

Any questions please contact Mary Jo Hagey at 989.426.2177 

“Everyone is Welcome” 

Even if it’s not your birthday season. 
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WHAT:  SUGAR SPRINGS ARTISTS 

WHEN:  Tuesdays – Painting on your own 

WHERE: Activity Building 

TIME:  9:00 am 

COST:  $10/yr. + Art Classes once a month plus  

            $15 for supplies 

CONTACT:  Carole Krecioch, Coordinator 

                     caronkre@gmail.com  

Comments:  Mostly two-dimensional artists in all 

mediums – acrylic, charcoal, graphite, oil, pastels, 

pens & ink, sculpting, weaving & woodworking.  

Supportive and non-competitive atmosphere.  We 

are having fun trying new things and sharing art and 

friendship.  Beginners and newcomers are welcome! 

WHAT:  BOCCE BALL

WHEN:  June thru August 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING:  May (Activity Center) 

WHERE:  Bocce Courts 

TIME:  Team chooses 

COST:  No cost – Member Id 

CONTACT:  Dick Fawcett  dadfawcett@gmail.com  

                     989/329.0152 

Comments:  Unable to commit for full season?  

Consider signing up as a substitute and try out this 

fun way to meet neighbors and socialize! 

WHAT:  BRIDGE 

WHEN:  Monday 

WHERE:  Activity Building 

TIME:  1:00 PM 

COST:  $1.00 + Member ID 

CONTACT:  Ann Mastny 

                    989/426.9001 

 

COMMENTS:  No partner need to play. 

WHAT:  CORN HOLE (BEAN BAG TOSS) 

WHEN:  October thru April (1st Thursday of month) 

WHERE:  Activity Center 

TIME:  2:00 pm 

COST:  $2.00 

CONTACT:  Ron Francetic 

                    989/737.3499 

                    racingron4568@charter.net 

COMMENTS:  Random draw for partners.  All levels 

of expertise welcome. 
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WHAT:  EUCHRE 

WHEN:  Monday nights 

WHERE: Activity Building 

TIME:  7:00 pm 

COST:  $1.00 / a person to play,  .25 / a person for 

prize drawing, $1.00 / per person additional lone-

hand, Competition plus .50 for each individual 

euchre.  All money given back as prizes + Member ID 

CONTACT:  Kim Ehrke 

                    586/465.0992 

       kjehrke@yahoo.com 

Comments:  Must have a table of 4 players to enter 

or you can join a substitute list. 

WHAT:  GARDEN CLUB 

WHEN:  3RD Thursday of every month 

WHERE:  Activity Building 

TIME:  9:30 am 

COST:  No cost  

CONTACT:  Connie Sullivan 

       989/359.0310 

Comments:  Open to all Sugar Springs homeowners 

any level of participation welcome. 

WHAT:  LINE DANCE CLASS 

WHEN: Thursday 

WHERE:  Activity Center 

TIME:  10:00 am to noon 

COST:  Free with POA Member ID or Social 

Membership ($50.00) 

CONTACT:    Carla Wineland 

                      989/424.8113 

 

COMMENTS:    Everyone is welcome! 

May – August Class 

No experience necessary! 

WHAT:  LADIES’ HAND & FOOT 

WHEN:  Every Friday 

WHERE:  Activity Building 

TIME:  1:00 PM 

COST:  $1.00 + Member ID (paid out in prize money) 

CONTACT:  Sherri Visnaw 

                    630/877.0370 

       sherri.visnaw@gmail.com    

 

COMMENTS:  Beginners and experienced players 

welcome. 
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WHAT:  WATER AEROBICS 

WHEN:  Monday – Friday 9:15 & 10:15 am 

               Tuesday & Thursday 4:00 pm 

WHERE: Sugar Springs Pool 

COST:     Activity Center Membership or Punch Card 

CONTACT:   Jo Hagey 

                    johagey@yahoo.com  

Comments:  These classes are for all levels of ability.  

We use different CD’s for instruction during the 

week; the average time is 50 minutes.  No prior 

experience necessary; we love to help new 

members. 

WHAT:  WATER VOLLEYBALL 

WHEN:  Monday, Wednesday & Friday 

WHERE:  Sugar Springs Pool 

TIME:   11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

COST:   Activity Center Membership, Punch card or   

$5.00 daily rate. 

CONTACT:   

Comments:  This is a fun drop-in activity.  No water 

skills are needed.  Most play tends to be in winter 

months from Mid-October until April or until 

golfing season begins. 

WHAT:  SUGARCISE 

WHEN: Monday -Wednesday - Friday 

WHERE:  Activity Center (Lancer Room) 

TIME:  9:00 am 

COST:  Free with POA Member ID or Social 

Membership ($50) 

CONTACT:  Joyce Lewis 

                    812/593.3915 

       

COMMENTS:  Everyone is welcome!! 
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Veterans Memorial Garden 
 

In the spring of 2021, Sugar Springs was successful in establishing a garden 
plot surrounding the flag poles erected across from the Activity Center. We 
were able to accomplish this due to the leadership of our POA President, Tom 
Hug, and through the efforts of our Building And Grounds Department, un-
der the guidance of David Harris, our POA General Manager. This garden 
plot was dedicated to the men and women of Sugar Spring who served in the 
US military. 

Along with the plaque dedicating the Veterans Memorial Garden a small 
bronze plaque provided by the Veterans Administration to Mr. Hug's family 
honoring Tom's father and his military service was placed in the garden.  An-
other plaque was donated in honor of Bob "Juice" Jucewicz by a group of his 
friends. Yet another plaque has been purchased by a group for another Sugar 
Springer and will be dedicated and placed this spring. Therefore, it would 
seem there might be a demand for groups or individuals to have the oppor-
tunity to purchase a commemorative plaque to be placed in the Veterans Me-
morial Garden at Sugar Springs.  

In cooperation with the Sugar Springs Memorial Committee, a fund is being 
established to support the upkeep of the Veterans Memorial Garden and to 
assist with the purchase and placement of these very nice bronze plaques. If 
any POA member wants information on these standardized plaques, please 
contact the Memorial Committee. If members would like to make a contribu-
tion to be used for the Veterans Memorial Garden upkeep, also please contact 
the Memorial Committee.  
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AIRPARK REMINDER 
  

As we are starting to head into winter  weather only authorized person-
nel and vehicles are allowed on or near the runway.  No snowmobiles,  

ATV’s or unauthorized personnel allowed!   

 

Dave Wood 

Cell: 317-523-3131 

Airpark Manager 
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1. When  you make a payment FROM your checking account (bill pay from your bank account) they  

“MAIL” us a paper check , through a third –party vendor, it does NOT automatically get deposited to 

our bank account for payment, but it does get removed from your bank account.  As the mail is not reli-

able this has caused major problems with payments as per our Sewer Ordinance and Sewer Resolu-

tions a $9.00 late fee is added to the next quarter billing after the 30th of the month the payment is due.  

We have never accepted postmarks as payment date, it must be IN this office by the 30th of the month 

due.  Recently, on October 19, 2023,  we received 3 tax payments and 1 sewer payment which was 

mailed on July 14th by the homeowner.  Also, recently we received back a tax billing we mailed on 

June 30th, was returned to the “Metro-Plex” on September 9th, as undeliverable and we received it in 

this office on October 11th.  The tax payments are the same except “by Michigan Law” if a payment is 

not received by September 14th at 5:00 pm in this office an automatic 1% of the bill (what is owed at 

that time) is added for payment starting on September 15th and an additional 1% each 1st of the month 

after. 

2. In July we discovered that more than 10 payments never got to us after using bill pay according to 

homeowners who have called us.  We still do not have those payments and cannot waive the late fee as 

the payments never got to us. 

3. We are looking into accepting ACH or Direct Payment from checking accounts (like Consumer’s and 

DET), but it is likely to take 6 months to 1 year to implement.  It is not easy to set up and we need to be 

sure it will work before we implement it.  I will keep you updated on our progress in this area.  It may 

NOT work for the taxes, but only for the sewer payments. 

4. You may at any time pay $360.00 and this covers the year.  Our fiscal year starts July 1st thru June 30th 

of the following year.  Or if you go south for the winter you may wish to pay ahead for the months you 

are going to be gone. 

5. As will likely have the winter taxes as you read this, we ask that you think about paying as soon as 

possible so payment can be received in the office prior to February 29th, 2024.  The office will be open 

February 28th and February 29th from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm.  After 5:00 pm any payments will be sent to 

the Gladwin County Treasurer’s office or processing and collection of any additional fees require under 

the law.  I am prohibited, by law, to accept payments after that date and time. 

6. NEW WEBSITE: you may look only or print from the bsaonline.com site your taxes and your sewer 

information.  It lists bills, payments and what is currently due.  It is tied in with our system so the in-

formation should be accurate.  You CANNOT pay from there. 

Thank you,  

Susie W. Ruppert, Treasurer 
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PERSONAL AD - SUGAR SCOOP 

Date submitted: _____________________            Member # _________________ 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ( _____ ) ____________________________________________________ 

Amount paid: ___________________     Cash or Check (circle one)   

Place ad in the following issues - $5.00 per Issue 

Circle Issues: Jan / Feb   Mar / Apr     May     June     July    Aug   Sept / Oct    

Nov / Dec 

Mail Form and Payment to:   

Sugar Scoop Editor 5477 Worthington Ct. Gladwin, MI 48624 

 

Use the space below or attach a separate paper stating exactly how you 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________


