
  

 

Mid Michigan’s Finest Recreational Community         

Where Memories Begin     
                                                                                                       March / April  2024                                                                       

Thank you to the Recreation Committee for the generous donation  

towards the  new playscapes at Islanders, Berkshire and Huntington 

Beach Clubs.  
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Welcome campers, snowbirds and all residents of Sugar Springs to 2024.  Looking forward 

to another season at Sugar Springs.  There is plenty to do here whether it is golfing, boat-

ing, hiking, tennis or bocce ball and so much more.  You can check out our website, 

www.sugarsprings.net to point you in a fun direction. 

There will not be a goose round up again this year.  We are looking at other options such 

as an egg and nest destruction to keep population in check. 

If you have a POA dock it is mandatory that your dock sticker is visible on your boat from 

the dockside.  This is the only way  to quickly identify you if there is an issue with your 

property.  

 When going into a beach club it is mandatory that you have a 2024 car decal on your 

windshield, located on the lower right hand corner or a guest pass visible  on your rear 

view mirror.  We have contracted with a local towing company that will tow vehicles 

that do not have the proper identification.   

We continue to improve our beach clubs and they are for our members to enjoy. 

Many activities have been planned for Sugar Springs members this year.  “Save the Date” 

is posted on our website and also in the Sugar Scoop.  There is something planned every 

month until the end of the year. 

Have a great spring and we look forward to seeing everyone very soon. 

 

David Harris 
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Open letter to Sugar Springs Members. This communication is for Sugar Springs  

Property Owners Association members and cannot be reproduced/ pasted or shared to social media  

       From the Board of Director,  

President, Tom Hug   

 

Tom Hug 

Welcome back to all of our snowbirds and our camping families that are returning back for another 

amazing year here at our beautiful Sugar Springs. 

I would like to update the membership with some more accomplishments from the Board. 

General:  Hired a new Safety and Security Officer, Paul Coon and established a Neighborhood Watch 

program.  Continuation of computer upgrades to the POA Office and Activity Center. Installed a new 

well for Activity Building and POA Office. 

Lakes: Installed shore  line stabilization at the Butman road main silt basin, Schilly Court, Appleby docks, 

Berkshire beach club, Berkshire Island, and Hamilton Island. Maintained Kings Way inlet river silt basin 

and a beach area clean up. 

Restaurant: Installed a generator at the Hearth and established monthly specials. 

Golf Course: Hired a new golf pro and completed updates within the Pro Shop. Performed irrigation re-

pairs as well as purchased 2 new greens mowers.  Re upped lease of new golf carts. 

Pool: Completed a much needed pool resurfacing along with replacement of a new boiler system. 

Buildings and Grounds: Installed a new playground playscape at Islanders beach club and installing 

new playscapes at Berkshire and Huntington Beach areas along with resurfacing the Pickle Ball and Ten-

nis Courts.  Added solar lights to all the beach club and POA signs.  Purchased a snowplow, used truck 

and lawn mower for the buildings and grounds department.  Installed a new metal roof on  the Chalet 

and repaired 10 boat docks.  Updated the maintenance building parking lot and camp ground camping 

pads. 

Airpark: Replaced the Airpark sign as well as maintained the airpark grounds, cutting and leveling the 

runway and tree removal per FFA recommendations.  
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FINANCIAL NEWS 

FINANCIAL TOTALS  

February 2024  

 

Cash on Hand: $2,283,950  Lake Dredging: $0    Emergency Reserve: $128,000   

  Building Fund: $184,726    Beach Club Fund $150,000   Golf Course Fund $57,552                   

REVENUE: Feb. Actuals  Feb. Budget   YTD   ACTUALS YTD   BUDGET 

Administration $632,813 $607,800 $993,988 $967,600 

Building & Grounds $101,882 $89,325 $160,589 $155,490 

Pool $20,418 $15,800 $29,948 $24,100 

Pro Shop /Golf Course $21,602 $25,880 $43,038 $44,360 

Restaurant $44,302 $49,000 $81,522 $94,000 

Lake Management $131,195 $124,000 $217,191 $204,000 

Total Revenue $952,212 $911,805 $1,526,276 $1,489,550 

EXPENSES:         

Administration $41,306 $41,940 $94,211 $95,595 

Building & Grounds $44,959 $46,325 $87,142            $92,630 

Pool $24,056 $14,560 $39,602 $31,260 

Pro Shop $15,424 $14,005 $29,859 $28,810 

Golf Course $7,197 $4,860 $12,964 $10,150 

Restaurant $70,909 $71,435 $135,909 $139,620 

Lake Management $168,875 $146,600 $171,975 $150,700 

Total Expenses $372,726 $339,725 $571,662 $548,765 

Rev. Less Expenses: $579,486 $572,080 $954,614 $940,785 

Cash Savings Account: $23,108   Petty Cash Account: $3,405               

  Memorial Savings: $5,240 
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Hello Sugar Springers, 

The snow has melted (well today anyway!), the ice is gone, we’ve advanced the 

clocks an hour and spring officially arrives at 11:06 pm on March 19th.  The return 

of campers, weekenders and snow birds is just around the corner and it won’t be 

long until we see boats on the water. 

Many thanks to our neighborhood watch group for their diligence over the winter 

months.  I’m happy to report here were no significant incidents. 

On January 25th, we enjoyed a presentation on personal safety given by Gladwin 

County Sheriff Michael Shea and retired Genesee County Lieutenant, Jody Coon.  

Both gentlemen offered important tips on personal safety and home security.  

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone as we begin a new, active season in Sugar 

Springs.  Please remember to adhere the 2024 Sugar Springs vehicle stickers to help 

identify that you are a property owner. 

As always, please remember in the event of an emergency, 911 is the best and 

quickest course of action. 
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The following pages contain the biographies as submitted 

by the three members running for the three open  

Board of Directors seats in 2024 
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Board of Directors 

2024  

Thomas H. Hug 

 

Resume of Candidate:   

College—N.I.T Graduate 

I worked in the Baking Industry for over 25 years.   

Last position was President of Sales.  My responsibilities included Profit and Loss state-

ments, cost containment of travel and expense budgets for my division.  Working with 

an organization on putting together programs to capture sales on new equipment.  Pur-

chasing and a solution provider to meet all needs of employees. 

Reason for wanting to serve as a Director on SSPOA Board: 

As I’m sure most would agree that there has been quite a bit of enhancement made 

around Sugar Springs in the past few years.  The board makes a concerted effort to en-

hance all amenities throughout Sugar Springs.  It is an honor to serve such a wonderful 

community.  As communication is the key to our future, I would like to continue work-

ing on and developing a communication network with all membership to develop con-

sensus driven plans for future enhancements throughout Sugar Springs.  We have re-

cently developed a 1,3,5 year plan, and will continue to share with membership annual-

ly.  We will be flexible to make any necessary changes as we go forward.  Sugar Springs 

is here for all members to enjoy.  I thank you in advance for your support. 

Recreational Interests include: 

Volunteering...working and supporting all Sugar Springs Fundraising Activities or Rec-

reation Committee events.  Mid Michigan Health events along with Safety and Security.  

Golfing, Boating and Fishing. 
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Board of Directors 

2024 

W. James Issitt 

Resume of Candidate: 

Married, wife Pat.  Former Sales Director for a  Consumer Goods within the N. E. area of 

the USA.  We live permanently in Sugar Springs.  Thus, I have been able to serve actively 

for events, including the Ice Cream Social, Craft Show, Rummage Sale and other social 

events. 

 

Reason for wanting to serve as a Director on the S.S.P.O.A Board: 

I am currently finishing my 12th year as a board member.  This past service has given me 

a broad understanding of responsibilities of a board member.  The contributions made by 

various standing committees and their members.  I also have experience in the leadership 

of the board president bear on a daily basis. 

 

Recreational Interest include: 

Boating, Golf, Travel, Fishing, Family and Friends. 
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Board of Directors 

2024 

Sherri Visnaw 

Resume of Candidate: 

I was born & raised in the Chicago suburbs.  I married my husband, Mike Visnaw in 

1994.  I worked in an Administrative position, mostly for transportation companies for 

20 plus years.  From 1995 to 2014 we lived in 16 different places in 9 different states.  As 

Mike’s job took us all over the country, I was fortunate enough to work from home with 

one company for 13 years as a Collection Analyst, which made moving around easier.  

We really enjoyed experiencing the different parts of the country. 

 

Mike and I moved to Sugar Springs as full time residents in the Fall of 2014 when Mike 

retired.  We loved Sugar Springs right from the beginning and set out to get to know as 

many people as we could and to learn as much as possible about Sugar Springs. 

 

My Sugar Springs Community Involvement: 

POA Board Member—2021—2024 

Recreation Committee- 

Past Chairperson, Vice Chair and Treasurer positions, Road Sign Maintenance—2 years, 

Organized Super Bowl Party, Michigan/Michigan State Party, Potluck Dinners, Corn-

hole, Participated in the organization of the Tree Lighting Ceremony & Cookies with 

Santa, Road Rally, Winter Fest, Pool Fest, and organized and managed the Craft Show 

Concession Stand—5 years. 

Nominating Committee—past Chairperson—1 year 

                                                                                                                                                                                        Continued... 
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Golf– Member of the 9-hole or 18 hole Women’s leagues since 2016, 9-hole Rep—3 years, 

current league administrator for both leagues since 2020.  Participate in Sunday nigh Cou-

ple’s Golf and as many tournaments as possible.  Current POA Board Rep for the Golf 

Committee which liaisons between the Men’s & Women’s Golf Association and the POA 

Board. 

Past participant of Weekly Monday Night Euchre, Wednesday Night Team Trivia, Sugar-

cise & Pinochle.  Current contact for Ladies Hand & Foot on Fridays. 

Stitchers & Quilters Group—Past Vice President—4 years, Current President—2 years. 

Current member of the Gadabouts Ladies Group 

 

Reason for wanting to serve as a Director on the S.S.POA Board: 

I am re-running for a seat on the board because I would like to continue to be involved in 

helping to maintain this beautiful community as a wonderful place for its residents and 

visitors to enjoy for many years to come.  Living in a deed guided community requires rule 

enforcement to preserve the beauty of Sugar Springs.  I believe there are many current 

rules and regulations that benefit our beautiful community but also feel there is room for 

improvement.  I would like to be part of that process. 

Recreational  Interests include: 

Golf, Sewing, Quilting and embroidery 
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Message from the  

Architectural and Environmental Control Committee 

Spring is almost here and camping season is about to begin.   

We can welcome our camping neighbors beginning April 6th.   
 

A few reminders… 

Campers must obtain a permit for each camper unit and post the permit(s) 

near the driveway and easily visible from the roadway 

Boats, storage trailers or any other items that will remain on the lot should 

not be put on the lot before the camper is in place. 

All campers must be in compliance with Butman Township regulations per-

taining to sewer hookups. 
 

If anyone, homeowners or campers, intend to make any modifications to 

their lots, including adding a structure, modifying the dirt or removing 

trees, you must first obtain a permit from the A&E Committee. 

Rules for enjoying Sugar Springs can be found in the Bylaws/Covenants 

handbook, the Regulations and Policies handbook and the A&E construction 

handbook.  If you have any questions, please ask the A&E Committee or the 

POA personnel.  Do not rely on answers received on social media. 
 

We are all hoping for a GREAT summer season, welcome! 
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Hello… 

 

For those of you who have not met me, I would like to introduce myself.  My name is 

Dwight McCann and I am the Golf Course Superintendent here at Sugar Springs.  

This is the start or my 12th season.  I worked here for 6 years under Lynn Woodruff 

and became the superintendent in May of  2019 when he retired after 46 years.  Over 

the last 11 seasons I have tried to learn as much as possible from Lynn and Michigan 

State University about not only Turf Science, but also the specifics involved with Sug-

ar Springs Golf course.  With that I plan to continue to grow my knowledge of turf 

science and continue to improve the aesthetic quality and play-ability of Sugar 

Springs Golf Course. 

As the winter weather dissipates and spring starts to make its appearance, its time to 

start getting excited for the 2024 golf season.  With this winter being as mild as it was, 

it looks like there is no kill on the course and very little snow-mold that developed.  

This winter didn’t have many, if any, extended periods of snow and ice build up. 

During this season we plan to continue leveling crowned tee boxes, and improving 

drainage issues so we can have more days off “cart path only”.  Lon (mechanic of 47 

years), Bryan (Assistant Superintendent) of 12 years) and myself have been back since 

the beginning of the month and have been working towards getting all our equip-

ment serviced and cutting units sharp.  Also in this time we have removed an irriga-

tion pump and had it rebuilt in hopes to avoid any irrigation system malfunctions 

similar to last seasons.  Along with that we have a company currently working to re-

pair one of our wells on the irrigation pond so we don’t run the pond out of water 

during the hot dry summer months. 

I look forward to seeing you back on the course as soon as mother nature  

allows.   

Good luck to all of the golfers in the 2024 season. 



21 



22 



23 



24 



25 



26 



27 



28 



29 



30 



31 



32 



33 

Open Sew Every Monday 
 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Activity Building  

(next to the POA office) 
 

Open house style, come for an hour or two,  
come for the whole time.   

Not a 9 am person, then come when convenient anytime  
between 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

 

Work on any project you want. 
Must be a current member of Stitchers. 

No instructor provided. 
No supplies provide. 

Responsible for your own set up and clean up...both!! 
 

We are about getting together and not sewing alone at home. 
 

Hosts are:  Cindy Ball, Mary Sedik and Michelle Lawrence 
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POA OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday  

9 am to 4 pm  

Saturdays 

April 6th & 20th—May 4th & 18th 

June 1st & 15th 

9:00—1:00pm 

    Closed Sunday and Holidays 

989.426.4111 

 

 

March 20, 2021 

June 19th  Annual Meeting 1:00 

pm 

Followed by the General Mem-

bership Meeting at 2:00 pm  

September 18, 2021 

 

Board of Directors  

Meeting Dates 

 

March 16, 2024 at 10:00 am 

Activity Center 
 

June 15, 2024 

(Annual Meeting at 1:00 pm with the General Membership meeting 

following at 2:00 pm in the Activity Center) 
 

September 21, 2024 at 10:00 am  

Activity Center 
 

  December 14, 2024 at 10:00 am 

Activity Center 

 

Phone Directory: 

Activity Building—989.426.0939 

Activity Center—989.426.0938 

Campground Reservations—989.426.4232 

Pro Shop—989.426.4391 or 989.426.1162 

Restaurant—989.426.9203 



38 

 

 

 

 

 

  1440 Sugar River Rd. 

  Gladwin, MI  48624 

For reservations Call ~ 989/426.4232 
 

 DAILY WEEKLY MONTHLY 

Members $25 $150 $500 

Public $32 $195 $600 

 

 

*Site #20 has a 30 amp hookup and full water hookup $40.00 

(no special rates for members for site #20) 

35 sites available. 

All campsites must be made by reservations only. 

30 amp available at each site. 

50 amp available at #1, #2, #3 #20 #33 and #34. 

Shower facilities available 24 hours in the chalet. 

Water is available to fill water tanks, removal of hose as soon as 
done. 

Waste water dump station located within the campground. 

(not open during winter months due to freezing) 

Approved fire rings and picnic tables at each site. 

 

Refunds are only given when notified seven (7) days 

 before the arrival date. 
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Monday:  11 am—8 pm 

Tuesday:  11 am—8 pm 

Wednesday:  11 am—8 pm 

Thursday:  11 am—8 pm 

Friday:  11 am—9 pm 

Saturday:  11 am  - 9 pm 

Sunday:  12 pm—7 pm 

Hours 
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WHAT:  SUGAR SPRINGS ARTISTS 

WHEN:  Tuesdays – Painting on your own 

WHERE: Activity Building 

TIME:  9:00 am 

COST:  $10/yr. + Art Classes once a month plus  

            $15 for supplies 

CONTACT:  Carole Krecioch, Coordinator 

                     caronkre@gmail.com  

Comments:  Mostly two-dimensional artists in all 

mediums – acrylic, charcoal, graphite, oil, pastels, 

pens & ink, sculpting, weaving & woodworking.  

Supportive and non-competitive atmosphere.  We 

are having fun trying new things and sharing art and 

friendship.  Beginners and newcomers are welcome! 

WHAT:  BOCCE BALL

WHEN:  June thru August 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING:  May (Activity Center) 

WHERE:  Bocce Courts 

TIME:  Team chooses 

COST:  No cost – Member Id 

CONTACT:  Dick Fawcett  dadfawcett@gmail.com  

                     989/329.0152 

Comments:  Unable to commit for full season?  

Consider signing up as a substitute and try out this 

fun way to meet neighbors and socialize! 

WHAT:  BRIDGE 

WHEN:  Monday 

WHERE:  Activity Building 

TIME:  1:00 PM 

COST:  $1.00 + Member ID 

CONTACT:  Ann Mastny 

                    989/426.9001 

 

COMMENTS:  No partner need to play. 

WHAT:  CORN HOLE (BEAN BAG TOSS) 

WHEN:  October thru April (1st Thursday of month) 

WHERE:  Activity Center 

TIME:  2:00 pm 

COST:  $2.00 

CONTACT:  Ron Francetic 

                    989/737.3499 

                    racingron4568@charter.net 

COMMENTS:  Random draw for partners.  All levels 

of expertise welcome. 
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WHAT:  EUCHRE 

WHEN:  Monday nights 

WHERE: Activity Center 

TIME:  6:30 – 8:30 pm 

COST:  $1.00 / a person to play. 

  All money given back as prizes + Member ID 

CONTACT:  Donna Schulz 

                    586/651.0729 

        

Comments:  Must have a table of 4 players to enter 

or you can join a substitute list. 

WHAT:  GARDEN CLUB 

WHEN:  3RD Thursday of every month 

WHERE:  Activity Building 

TIME:  9:30 am 

COST:  No cost  

CONTACT:  Connie Sullivan 

       989/359.0310 

Comments:  Open to all Sugar Springs homeowners 

any level of participation welcome. 

WHAT:  LADIES’ HAND & FOOT 

WHEN:  Every Friday 

WHERE:  Activity Building 

TIME:  1:00 PM 

COST:  $1.00 + Member ID (paid out in prize money) 

CONTACT:  Sherri Visnaw 

                    630/877.0370 

       sherri.visnaw@gmail.com    

 

COMMENTS:  Beginners and experienced players 

welcome. 

WHAT:  MACHINE EMBROIDERY CLUB 

WHEN: 2nd Thursday of month 

WHERE:  Activity Center 

TIME:  11:30 am 

COST:  No annual fee, but possible small monthly 

fee for designs, materials, etc.  Must be a SS 

Member or Social Member. 

CONTACT:  Cathy Gossett 

                    248/804.9277 

                    cathy.gossett@yahoo.com   

COMMENTS:  Come join us for embroidery fun!  

Small group with various skill level, we always 

welcome new members.  Individual instruction 

available.  Whether experienced or looking for a 

new hobby, stop by. 
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Veterans Memorial Garden 
 

In the spring of 2021, Sugar Springs was successful in establishing a garden 
plot surrounding the flag poles erected across from the Activity Center. We 
were able to accomplish this due to the leadership of our POA President, Tom 
Hug, and through the efforts of our Building And Grounds Department, un-
der the guidance of David Harris, our POA General Manager. This garden 
plot was dedicated to the men and women of Sugar Spring who served in the 
US military. 

Along with the plaque dedicating the Veterans Memorial Garden a small 
bronze plaque provided by the Veterans Administration to Mr. Hug's family 
honoring Tom's father and his military service was placed in the garden.  An-
other plaque was donated in honor of Bob "Juice" Jucewicz by a group of his 
friends. Yet another plaque has been purchased by a group for another Sugar 
Springer and will be dedicated and placed this spring. Therefore, it would 
seem there might be a demand for groups or individuals to have the oppor-
tunity to purchase a commemorative plaque to be placed in the Veterans Me-
morial Garden at Sugar Springs.  

In cooperation with the Sugar Springs Memorial Committee, a fund is being 
established to support the upkeep of the Veterans Memorial Garden and to 
assist with the purchase and placement of these very nice bronze plaques. If 
any POA member wants information on these standardized plaques, please 
contact the Memorial Committee. If members would like to make a contribu-
tion to be used for the Veterans Memorial Garden upkeep, also please contact 
the Memorial Committee.  
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AIRPARK REMINDER 
  

As the weather improves, the airpark will become more active.   

Only authorized personnel and vehicles are allowed on or near the runway.  

 If a person has to enter the runway, they should call the Airpark Manager for 
permission, except in an immediate emergency. 

 

Dave Wood 

Cell: 317-523-3131 

Airpark Manager 
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Butman Township’s  

Emergency Management Sirens  

are tested at 2pm on the 

last Saturday of each month. 

 

Testing will not be done if there is inclement weather. 
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Our Advertisers 
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Our Advertisers 
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Our Advertisers 

                

Roofing ~ Siding~ Garages 
Additions  ~ Concrete 
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Our Advertisers 



62 

Our Advertisers 
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PERSONAL AD - SUGAR SCOOP 

Date submitted: _____________________            Member # _________________ 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ( _____ ) ____________________________________________________ 

Amount paid: ___________________     Cash or Check (circle one)   

Place ad in the following issues - $5.00 per Issue 

Circle Issues: Jan / Feb   Mar / Apr     May     June     July    Aug   Sept / Oct    

Nov / Dec 

Mail Form and Payment to:   

Sugar Scoop Editor 5477 Worthington Ct. Gladwin, MI 48624 

 

Use the space below or attach a separate paper stating exactly how you 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________


