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Q & A Spotlight on  

The Recreation Committee 

Q: What does the Rec Committee do? 

A: The Rec Committee is a group of volunteers that plan and execute entertainment, Events, & 

fundraisers for the betterment of the community. 

Q: Can anyone join? 

A: Absolutely!  We welcome all Sugar Springs members and meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month 

at 11:00 am at the Activity Center with a break from meeting in January & February. 

Q: What events are you involved with? 

A: The Rec Committee is host to several events, such as Winterfest, Pool Party, Easter egg hunt, 

Card parties, Ice Cream Social, Arts & Crafts Show, Cornhole Tournament, Tree Lighting/

Cookies with Santa, and Road Rallies.  The committee supports events by other groups such as 

Trunk or Treat, Elvis and the Butman Twp Fire Outing. 

Q: What fundraisers do you host? 

A: The Rec Committee host 2 major fundraisers, the Annual Arts 7 Crafts Show in July and the bi-

annual Rummage Sale. 

Q: What are the funds used for? 

Examples include supplies for weekly games like euchre and poker, pickleball, Cornhole and  

Bocce Ball.  Donations are also made to the Veterans and Butman Fire Dept. golf outings, as well 

as the fireworks fund.  Purchases to improve our Community include new table and chairs for the 

deck of the Hearth, a new bench for the pool.  The committee also worked in collaboration with 

the POA to purchase new playground equipment. 

 

A calendar of events is included in the Sugar Scoop as well as constant contact!  As you can see, 

the Recreation Committee is an integral part of our community as we are always striving to bring 

members together with fun events! 

 

Sugar Springs Where Memories Begin! 
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Welcome back campers, snowbirds and weekenders. 

We are all gearing up for a great summer. 

For those that don’t know, fireworks are on Saturday, July 6th. 

We have invested in playground equipment at three of our beach clubs. 

They will be installed completely in the next couple of weeks.  They are 

for all members and their family to enjoy. 

Beach clubs and boat launches are for our members.  Please make sure 

your 2024 car decal is visible in your front windshield on the lower 

right corner on the passenger side.  Cars without stickers or a guest 

pass are subject to being towed.  Thank you! 

We have some new menu items coming soon at the Hearth.  We also 

will have live entertainment throughout the summer.  The schedule is 

posted for all to see. 

The POA office will be open the 1st and 3rd Saturday, from 9:00am to 

1:00pm from April through June for your convenience. 

Looking forward to another great summer. 

Be safe, have fun and be courteous of others. 

 

David Harris 
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Open letter to Sugar Springs Members. This communication is for Sugar Springs  

Property Owners Association members and cannot be reproduced/ pasted or shared to social media  

       From the Board of Director,  

President, Tom Hug   

 

Tom Hug 

Welcome back campers, snowbirds, and all other members. 
 

We are busy getting everything ready to open for the season. 

Docks are in and bath houses are open. 

We were busy during the off season.  As many of you know we placed rip rap in 

several areas on the lakes and near our silt basins.  

 Please be respectful to these areas. These steps were taken to protect the island 

and lakes well into the future.  As many will remember last year we had several 

large pieces of the  island break off from beaching boats. 

We will be continuing to make improvements to our infrastructures.  The Pro 

Shop will be sided this year to protect the building as well as the POA office and 

Activity Building along with getting new windows installed, a much needed up-

grade.  Definitely time to replace the 50 year old windows. 

The road into the campground will be repaired this year to make it safer and 

easier for the members to get back to the chalet and campground. 

Bocce ball courts will be redone. 

We understand that there are many questions in regards to the upcoming lakes 

project.  Currently, based on the last meeting costs will be around a $1,000.00 per 

lake front property and $800.00 for all other lots.  The payment options will be a 

one time pay in full or pay on your winter tax bill over a ten year period. 

There is a website set up by the Drain Commissioner at  

https://gladwincounty-mi.gov/departments/drain-commission/ 
 

Once again, welcome back to all!! 

Let’s have a safe and enjoyable season. 
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FINANCIAL NEWS 

FINANCIAL TOTALS  

March 2024  

 

Cash on Hand: $2,186,481  Lake Funds: $25,000    Emergency Reserve: $128,000   

  Building Fund: $204,726    Beach Club Fund $180,000   Golf Course Fund $115,105                   

REVENUE: March Actuals  March Budget   YTD   ACTUALS YTD   BUDGET 

Administration $187,242 $218,600 $1,181,230 $1,186,200 

Building & Grounds $10,144 $13,275 $170,733 $168,765 

Pool $8,876 $13,800 $38,824 $37,900 

Pro Shop /Golf Course $28,304 $14,840 $71,342 $59,200 

Restaurant $53,313 $50,000 $134,835 $144,000 

Lake Management $34,735 $40,000 $251,926 $244,000 

Total Revenue $322,614 $350,515 $1,848,890 $1,840,065 

EXPENSES:         

Administration $56,002 $46,775 $150,213 $142,370 

Building & Grounds $40,989 $46,775 $128,131            $139,405 

Pool $14,522 $14,460 $54,125 $45,720 

Pro Shop $13,321 $15,480 $43,180 $44,290 

Golf Course $31,582 $25,640 $44,547 $35,790 

Restaurant $76,662 $75,250 $212,571 $214,870 

Lake Management $3,375 $2,000 $175,350 $152,700 

Total Expenses $236,453 $226,380 $808,117 $775,145 

Rev. Less Expenses: $86,161 $124,135 $1,040,773 $1,064,920 

Cash Savings Account: $23,157   Petty Cash Account: $3,405               

  Memorial Savings: $5,240 
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Hello Sugar Springers ~ 

 

The increased activity this month from weekenders, campers, and returning snow-

birds has been a breath of fresh air from the cold, quiet days of winter. 

The docks are now in and it won’t be long until summer is in full swing.  As a re-

minder, please ensure your Sugar Springs Property Owners car decals are affixed 

to the front, passenger side window of any vehicle(s) you will be using to access 

the beach areas or boat launches.  Your cooperation thus far has been amazing, 

and readily identifies those using our facilities.  If you enter these areas via golf 

cart, motorcycle, side-by-side, etc., please also ensure these vehicles are appropri-

ately identified.  The POA office can provide additional car decals if needed. 

As a reminder, the beginning age for a personal watercraft driver is 16 years of 

age.  I have been assured there will be more patrols (Sheriff and DNR) on our lakes 

this summer. 

With increased walkers, bikers, and joggers, please be mindful of your speed 

through our community. 

Looking forward to longer, warmer days and the much anticipated summer events 

in Sugar Springs. 

 

Paul Coon 

Chief, Safety & Security 
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We will be having our annual  

Meet the Candidates for the Board of Directors on  

Saturday, May 11th at 10:00 am 

 

This will be held in the Lancer Room  

at the Community Center.   

 

You can ask questions to the candidates about  

Sugar Springs and what they can do to continue to  

improve our association. 
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The following pages contain the biographies as submitted 

by the three members running for the three open  

Board of Directors seats in 2024 
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Board of Directors 

2024  

Thomas H. Hug 

 

Resume of Candidate:   

College—N.I.T Graduate 

I worked in the Baking Industry for over 25 years.   

Last position was President of Sales.  My responsibilities included Profit and Loss state-

ments, cost containment of travel and expense budgets for my division.  Working with 

an organization on putting together programs to capture sales on new equipment.  Pur-

chasing and a solution provider to meet all needs of employees. 

Reason for wanting to serve as a Director on SSPOA Board: 

As I’m sure most would agree that there has been quite a bit of enhancement made 

around Sugar Springs in the past few years.  The board makes a concerted effort to en-

hance all amenities throughout Sugar Springs.  It is an honor to serve such a wonderful 

community.  As communication is the key to our future, I would like to continue work-

ing on and developing a communication network with all membership to develop con-

sensus driven plans for future enhancements throughout Sugar Springs.  We have re-

cently developed a 1,3,5 year plan, and will continue to share with membership annual-

ly.  We will be flexible to make any necessary changes as we go forward.  Sugar Springs 

is here for all members to enjoy.  I thank you in advance for your support. 

Recreational Interests include: 

Volunteering...working and supporting all Sugar Springs Fundraising Activities or Rec-

reation Committee events.  Mid Michigan Health events along with Safety and Security.  

Golfing, Boating and Fishing. 
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Board of Directors 

2024 

W. James Issitt 

Resume of Candidate: 

Married, wife Pat.  Former Sales Director for a  Consumer Goods within the N. E. area of 

the USA.  We live permanently in Sugar Springs.  Thus, I have been able to serve actively 

for events, including the Ice Cream Social, Craft Show, Rummage Sale and other social 

events. 

 

Reason for wanting to serve as a Director on the S.S.P.O.A Board: 

I am currently finishing my 12th year as a board member.  This past service has given me 

a broad understanding of responsibilities of a board member.  The contributions made by 

various standing committees and their members.  I also have experience in the leadership 

of the board president bear on a daily basis. 

 

Recreational Interest include: 

Boating, Golf, Travel, Fishing, Family and Friends. 
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Board of Directors 

2024 

Sherri Visnaw 

Resume of Candidate: 

I was born & raised in the Chicago suburbs.  I married my husband, Mike Visnaw in 

1994.  I worked in an Administrative position, mostly for transportation companies for 

20 plus years.  From 1995 to 2014 we lived in 16 different places in 9 different states.  As 

Mike’s job took us all over the country, I was fortunate enough to work from home with 

one company for 13 years as a Collection Analyst, which made moving around easier.  

We really enjoyed experiencing the different parts of the country. 

 

Mike and I moved to Sugar Springs as full time residents in the Fall of 2014 when Mike 

retired.  We loved Sugar Springs right from the beginning and set out to get to know as 

many people as we could and to learn as much as possible about Sugar Springs. 

 

My Sugar Springs Community Involvement: 

POA Board Member—2021—2024 

Recreation Committee- 

Past Chairperson, Vice Chair and Treasurer positions, Road Sign Maintenance—2 years, 

Organized Super Bowl Party, Michigan/Michigan State Party, Potluck Dinners, Corn-

hole, Participated in the organization of the Tree Lighting Ceremony & Cookies with 

Santa, Road Rally, Winter Fest, Pool Fest, and organized and managed the Craft Show 

Concession Stand—5 years. 

Nominating Committee—past Chairperson—1 year 

                                                                                                                                                                                        Continued... 
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Golf– Member of the 9-hole or 18 hole Women’s leagues since 2016, 9-hole Rep—3 years, 

current league administrator for both leagues since 2020.  Participate in Sunday nigh Cou-

ple’s Golf and as many tournaments as possible.  Current POA Board Rep for the Golf 

Committee which liaisons between the Men’s & Women’s Golf Association and the POA 

Board. 

Past participant of Weekly Monday Night Euchre, Wednesday Night Team Trivia, Sugar-

cise & Pinochle.  Current contact for Ladies Hand & Foot on Fridays. 

Stitchers & Quilters Group—Past Vice President—4 years, Current President—2 years. 

Current member of the Gadabouts Ladies Group 

 

Reason for wanting to serve as a Director on the S.S.POA Board: 

I am re-running for a seat on the board because I would like to continue to be involved in 

helping to maintain this beautiful community as a wonderful place for its residents and 

visitors to enjoy for many years to come.  Living in a deed guided community requires rule 

enforcement to preserve the beauty of Sugar Springs.  I believe there are many current 

rules and regulations that benefit our beautiful community but also feel there is room for 

improvement.  I would like to be part of that process. 

Recreational  Interests include: 

Golf, Sewing, Quilting and embroidery 
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Message from the  

Architectural and Environmental Control Committee 

Spring is almost here and camping season is about to begin.   

We can welcome our camping neighbors beginning April 6th.   
 

A few reminders… 

Campers must obtain a permit for each camper unit and post the permit(s) 

near the driveway and easily visible from the roadway 

Boats, storage trailers or any other items that will remain on the lot should 

not be put on the lot before the camper is in place. 

All campers must be in compliance with Butman Township regulations per-

taining to sewer hookups. 
 

If anyone, homeowners or campers, intend to make any modifications to 

their lots, including adding a structure, modifying the dirt or removing 

trees, you must first obtain a permit from the A&E Committee. 

Rules for enjoying Sugar Springs can be found in the Bylaws/Covenants 

handbook, the Regulations and Policies handbook and the A&E construction 

handbook.  If you have any questions, please ask the A&E Committee or the 

POA personnel.  Do not rely on answers received on social media. 
 

We are all hoping for a GREAT summer season, welcome! 
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Hello Sugar Springs Members, 
 

As you may have heard, we were able to officially open the golf course 
Thursday, April 6th.  The course had very little damage from winter stress 

and the turf looks to be in a good spot for great summer playing conditions.  
The combination of warm weather and the early April rain has allowed for 

the course to green up nicely these first two weeks into the month.  Over the 
next month, as overnight freezing temperatures go away, we will be getting 
out ball washers for all to use and get pond fountains placed early in May. 

Due to the warming temperatures, the grass is going to start to grow and 
produce seedhead and broad leaf weeds.  There will be two spray applica-

tions done during this time to alleviate seedhead on greens, tee, and fairways 
to keep a smooth playing surface.  Based on weather predictions, my best 

guess is that the first application will be made on Monday, April 22, and the 
second will be made 14—21 days later.  This will keep the greens smooth and 
true during seedhead production, and lesson the effects of seedhead produc-

tion on the fairways and tee boxes. 

As summer approaches, soil temperatures are on the rise.  This will cause 
crabgrass to start to germinate and broad leaf weeds, such as dandelions start 

to show.  Treatment for crabgrass is mixed in with our fairway fertilizers, 
which was applied April 16th.  For weeds in the rough area, they will be 

treated with spray applications over the first two weeks of May, outside of 
golf play hours. 

Hopefully, last week was a small glimpse of what summer will look like and 
we have many more warm days ahead this spring.   

I am excited to get the 2024 season under way. 

Goof luck to all golfers this season. 
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Open Sew Every Monday 
 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm 
Activity Building  

(next to the POA office) 
 

Open house style, come for an hour or two,  
come for the whole time.   

Not a 9 am person, then come when convenient anytime  
between 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

 

Work on any project you want. 
Must be a current member of Stitchers. 

No instructor provided. 
No supplies provide. 

Responsible for your own set up and clean up...both!! 
 

We are about getting together and not sewing alone at home. 
 

Hosts are:  Cindy Ball, Mary Sedik and Michelle Lawrence 
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POA OFFICE HOURS 

Monday through Friday  

9 am to 4 pm  

Saturdays 

April 6th & 20th—May 4th & 18th 

June 1st & 15th 

9:00—1:00pm 

    Closed Sunday and Holidays 

989.426.4111 

 

 

March 20, 2021 

June 19th  Annual Meeting 1:00 

pm 

Followed by the General Mem-

bership Meeting at 2:00 pm  

September 18, 2021 

 

Board of Directors  

Meeting Dates 

 

March 16, 2024 at 10:00 am 

Activity Center 
 

June 15, 2024 

(Annual Meeting at 1:00 pm with the General Membership meeting 

following at 2:00 pm in the Activity Center) 
 

September 21, 2024 at 10:00 am  

Activity Center 
 

  December 14, 2024 at 10:00 am 

Activity Center 

 

Phone Directory: 

Activity Building—989.426.0939 

Activity Center—989.426.0938 

Campground Reservations—989.426.4232 

Pro Shop—989.426.4391 or 989.426.1162 

Restaurant—989.426.9203 
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  1440 Sugar River Rd. 

  Gladwin, MI  48624 

For reservations Call ~ 989/426.4232 
 

 DAILY WEEKLY MONTHLY 

Members $25 $150 $500 

Public $32 $195 $600 

 

 

*Site #20 has a 30 amp hookup and full water hookup $40.00 

(no special rates for members for site #20) 

35 sites available. 

All campsites must be made by reservations only. 

30 amp available at each site. 

50 amp available at #1, #2, #3 #20 #33 and #34. 

Shower facilities available 24 hours in the chalet. 

Water is available to fill water tanks, removal of hose as soon as 
done. 

Waste water dump station located within the campground. 

(not open during winter months due to freezing) 

Approved fire rings and picnic tables at each site. 

 

Refunds are only given when notified seven (7) days 

 before the arrival date. 
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Monday:  11 am—8 pm 

Tuesday:  11 am—8 pm 

Wednesday:  11 am—8 pm 

Thursday:  11 am—8 pm 

Friday:  11 am—9 pm 

Saturday:  11 am  - 9 pm 

Sunday:  12 pm—7 pm 

Hours 
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WHAT:  SUGAR SPRINGS ARTISTS 

WHEN:  Tuesdays – Painting on your own 

WHERE: Activity Building 

TIME:  9:00 am 

COST:  $10/yr. + Art Classes once a month plus  

            $15 for supplies 

CONTACT:  Carole Krecioch, Coordinator 

                     caronkre@gmail.com  

Comments:  Mostly two-dimensional artists in all 

mediums – acrylic, charcoal, graphite, oil, pastels, 

pens & ink, sculpting, weaving & woodworking.  

Supportive and non-competitive atmosphere.  We 

are having fun trying new things and sharing art and 

friendship.  Beginners and newcomers are welcome! 

WHAT:  BOCCE BALL

WHEN:  June thru August 

ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING:  May (Activity Center) 

WHERE:  Bocce Courts 

TIME:  Team chooses 

COST:  No cost – Member Id 

CONTACT:  Dick Fawcett  dadfawcett@gmail.com  

                     989/329.0152 

Comments:  Unable to commit for full season?  

Consider signing up as a substitute and try out this 

fun way to meet neighbors and socialize! 

WHAT:  BRIDGE 

WHEN:  Monday 

WHERE:  Activity Building 

TIME:  1:00 PM 

COST:  $1.00 + Member ID 

CONTACT:  Ann Mastny 

                    989/426.9001 

 

COMMENTS:  No partner need to play. 

WHAT:  CORN HOLE (BEAN BAG TOSS) 

WHEN:  October thru April (1st Thursday of month) 

WHERE:  Activity Center 

TIME:  2:00 pm 

COST:  $2.00 

CONTACT:  Ron Francetic 

                    989/737.3499 

                    racingron4568@charter.net 

COMMENTS:  Random draw for partners.  All levels 

of expertise welcome. 
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WHAT:  EUCHRE 

WHEN:  Monday nights 

WHERE: Activity Building 

TIME:  7:00 pm 

COST:  $1.00 / a person to play,  .25 / a person for 

prize drawing, $1.00 / per person additional lone-

hand, Competition plus .50 for each individual 

euchre.  All money given back as prizes + Member ID 

CONTACT:  Kim Ehrke 

                    586/465.0992 

       kjehrke@yahoo.com 

Comments:  Must have a table of 4 players to enter 

or you can join a substitute list. 

WHAT:  GARDEN CLUB 

WHEN:  3RD Thursday of every month 

WHERE:  Activity Building 

TIME:  9:30 am 

COST:  No cost  

CONTACT:  Connie Sullivan 

       989/359.0310 

Comments:  Open to all Sugar Springs homeowners 

any level of participation welcome. 

WHAT:  LINE DANCE CLASS 

WHEN: Thursday 

WHERE:  Activity Center 

TIME:  10:00 am to noon 

COST:  Free with POA Member ID or Social 

Membership ($50.00) 

CONTACT:    Carla Wineland 

                      989/424.8113 

 

COMMENTS:    Everyone is welcome! 

May – August Class 

No experience necessary! 

WHAT:  LADIES’ HAND & FOOT 

WHEN:  Every Friday 

WHERE:  Activity Building 

TIME:  1:00 PM 

COST:  $1.00 + Member ID (paid out in prize money) 

CONTACT:  Sherri Visnaw 

                    630/877.0370 

       sherri.visnaw@gmail.com    

 

COMMENTS:  Beginners and experienced players 

welcome. 
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WHAT:  WATER AEROBICS 

WHEN:  Monday – Friday 9:15 & 10:15 am 

               Tuesday & Thursday 4:00 pm 

WHERE: Sugar Springs Pool 

COST:     Activity Center Membership or Punch Card 

CONTACT:   Jo Hagey 

                    johagey@yahoo.com  

Comments:  These classes are for all levels of ability.  

We use different CD’s for instruction during the 

week; the average time is 50 minutes.  No prior 

experience necessary; we love to help new 

members. 

WHAT:  WATER VOLLEYBALL 

WHEN:  Monday, Wednesday & Friday 

WHERE:  Sugar Springs Pool 

TIME:   11:30 am – 1:00 pm 

COST:   Activity Center Membership, Punch card or   

$5.00 daily rate. 

CONTACT:   

Comments:  This is a fun drop-in activity.  No water 

skills are needed.  Most play tends to be in winter 

months from Mid-October until April or until 

golfing season begins. 

WHAT:  SUGARCISE 

WHEN: Monday -Wednesday - Friday 

WHERE:  Activity Center (Lancer Room) 

TIME:  9:00 am 

COST:  Free with POA Member ID or Social 

Membership ($50) 

CONTACT:  Joyce Lewis 

                    812/593.3915 

       

COMMENTS:  Everyone is welcome!! 

WHAT:  VINYASA FLO YOGA 

WHEN:  Monday, Wednesday & Friday 

WHERE:  Activity Center (Lancer Room) 

TIME:  10:00 am—10:45 am 

COST:  Free with POA Member ID or Social 

Membership ($50) 

CONTACT:  Theresa Richardson,                              

25 years experience, Certified Yoga Teacher                

Comments:  All levels Welcome, stretching, 

basic yoga & pilate poses, restorative & 

breathing exercises. 

Facebook page:  Soul sister Yoga SS 
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Veterans Memorial Garden 
 

In the spring of 2021, Sugar Springs was successful in establishing a garden 
plot surrounding the flag poles erected across from the Activity Center. We 
were able to accomplish this due to the leadership of our POA President, Tom 
Hug, and through the efforts of our Building And Grounds Department, un-
der the guidance of David Harris, our POA General Manager. This garden 
plot was dedicated to the men and women of Sugar Spring who served in the 
US military. 

Along with the plaque dedicating the Veterans Memorial Garden a small 
bronze plaque provided by the Veterans Administration to Mr. Hug's family 
honoring Tom's father and his military service was placed in the garden.  An-
other plaque was donated in honor of Bob "Juice" Jucewicz by a group of his 
friends. Yet another plaque has been purchased by a group for another Sugar 
Springer and will be dedicated and placed this spring. Therefore, it would 
seem there might be a demand for groups or individuals to have the oppor-
tunity to purchase a commemorative plaque to be placed in the Veterans Me-
morial Garden at Sugar Springs.  

In cooperation with the Sugar Springs Memorial Committee, a fund is being 
established to support the upkeep of the Veterans Memorial Garden and to 
assist with the purchase and placement of these very nice bronze plaques. If 
any POA member wants information on these standardized plaques, please 
contact the Memorial Committee. If members would like to make a contribu-
tion to be used for the Veterans Memorial Garden upkeep, also please contact 
the Memorial Committee.  
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AIRPARK REMINDER 
  

As the weather improves, the airpark will become more active.   

Only authorized personnel and vehicles are allowed on or near the runway.  

 If a person has to enter the runway, they should call the Airpark Manager for 
permission, except in an immediate emergency. 

 

Dave Wood 

Cell: 317-523-3131 

Airpark Manager 
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4’x20’ aluminum rolling boat dock.  Adjustable 

height wheels.  6 Auger poles for stability.  New 

decking platforms.  Sugar Springs area.  $2,000.00. 

Very good condition must see. 

586/566.5360 
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Our Advertisers 
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Our Advertisers 
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Our Advertisers 

                

Roofing ~ Siding~ Garages 
Additions  ~ Concrete 
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Our Advertisers 
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Our Advertisers 



75 

PERSONAL AD - SUGAR SCOOP 

Date submitted: _____________________            Member # _________________ 

Name: _____________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ( _____ ) ____________________________________________________ 

Amount paid: ___________________     Cash or Check (circle one)   

Place ad in the following issues - $5.00 per Issue 

Circle Issues: Jan / Feb   Mar / Apr     May     June     July    Aug   Sept / Oct    

Nov / Dec 

Mail Form and Payment to:   

Sugar Scoop Editor 5477 Worthington Ct. Gladwin, MI 48624 

 

Use the space below or attach a separate paper stating exactly how you 

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________


